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“George Orwell in the age of Trump: the uses and abuses of language”
Synopsis

In what has come to be known as ‘the age of Trump’, dystopian fiction like Orwell's
Nineteen Eighty-Four seems to speak directly to a wide and international audience.
One of the most influential political novels of the 20" century, Orwell’s text provides
us with a vocabulary to discuss the state's totalitarian control of the individual. No
wonder, therefore, that his fame has again peaked in recent years, in an age of
increased surveillance and where the perversions of language seem to dominate public
discourse in countries where right-wing populism is on the rise. This paper will
discuss Orwell’s views on language and the centrality he accorded it in his political
project both as an instrument of state control and a powerful antidote against the
authoritarian tendencies present in his, as well as in our own, society.
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